REVIEWS. 


The Practice of Medicine. A Text-book foe Practitioners and 
Students, with Special Reference to Diagnosis and Treatment. 
By James Tyson, M.D., Professor of Medicine in the University of 
Pennsylvania, etc. Second edition. Philadelphia: P. Blalciston’s Son & 
Co. 

Coming from a man of large experience, and bearing evidence of 
careful and conscientious preparation, well arranged, thoroughly prac¬ 
tical, and up to date, it was only natural that the first edition of Dr. 
Tyson's work should have received a warm welcome from teachers, 
practitioners, and students. 

This is in good faith a new edition. Buyers of books in this country 
are beginning to be a little shy and suspicious of so-called new editions. 
Three or four thousand copies of a work are exhausted in the course of 
a year or two, and the publisher calls upon the author to prepare what 
is termed a new edition. It is put upon the market, and one finds here 
and there a line or two of new matter, and the typographical errors cor¬ 
rected. We had occasion some years ago in reviewing Loomis’ Practice 
of Medicine to call attention to this pernicious practice, to which 
authors should not lend themselves. In a bona fide new edition the 
articles should be really revised and in part rewritten, and important 
new matter should be incorporated. This edition of Dr. Tyson s work 
is of the right kind. A good deal of space has been gained by putting 
the historical matter in small type; this, by the way, is a very inter¬ 
esting feature of the book, as some of the sections are unusually well 
done, as, for instance, the note on appendicitis, which is exceptionally 
full and clear. 

In the article upon typhoid fever we find much new matter, and the 
picture of the disease is well drawn and faithful to nature. We miss 
a reference to the valuable lessons of the Spanish-American war. The 
recent investigations upon the typhoid bacilli in the urine and in the 
gall-bladder are fully considered. The section on treatment is admir¬ 
able. Dr. Tyson is conservative in the matter of diet, and while he 
quotes at length Dr. F. C. Shattuck’s diet list, which is unusually lib¬ 
eral, he is, we think, safe in refusing to allow during the febrile stage 
such articles as minced meat, scraped beef, or soft toast. Hydrotherapy 
is advocated, either the full tub or the pack or the cold sponging. 
While he deals with the question of laparotomy in perforation, and ad¬ 
vocates it early, the signs of perforation, which are so notoriously un¬ 
certain, deserve a fuller consideration. While a strong advocate of the 
tub. Dr. Tyson gives full consideration to the antiseptic and eliminative 
methods of treatment. In dealing with the specific treatment by the 
cultures, the work was probably too far advanced to give the results of 
preventive inoculation obtained by Wright in South Africa. 
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Lecons de Clinique Medicare. Par Le Db. J. Vires, Professenr 

Agr£g6 a la Faculty de Hldecine de Montpellier, MSdecine de l’Hdpital 

Gfingral, Charge du Cours de Clinique des Maladies des Vieillards. Pp. 

vii. 245. Montpellier: Coulet et Fils, 1900. 

Lectures on Clinical Medicine. 

The charm of printed lectures often outlives the lecturer. An ac¬ 
curate description of disease as it offers itself to the audience, fixed by 
the truthful delineation of the experienced and careful demonstrator, 
may serve, decades later, to assist in a new classification or to indicate 
a new therapy. To-day the lectures of Charcot, to which we listened 
many years ago, recall the vivid description, the earnest presentation, 
and the logical deductions of the great master, and reading and re-read¬ 
ing are always a source of pleasure and profit. The author with his ex¬ 
tensive field, more especially in the diseases of old age, has given us an 
instructive account of Basedow’s and of Parkinson’s disease, facial par¬ 
alysis, syphilitic myelopathies, myxcedema, and gastric crises as he has 
met with these diseases and syndromes. So far as he has gone—and no 
attempt has been made to cover more of the field by internal medicine 
than is indicated above—his lectures bear internal evidence of their 
actuality. While nothing of novelty can be claimed, yet in their pre¬ 
sentation they show a high order of merit. Our Gallic colleagues are 
frequently open to the criticism that their published lectures are diffuse 
and abound in repetitions, but to these objections we can state that the 
volume before us is not open. If it is wanting in any particular, it is 
that therapy is not sufficiently prominent nor extended. The ’work 
shows wide reading and that of literature, not by his own speech, if the 
reference to Bryson’s sign (p. 2) be a proof. At times we could wish 
for an expression of more pronounced personal opinion, for instance, 
as to the r6le of the thyroid in exophthalmic goitre. And we hardly 
think the writer has clearly in mind the relation of myxcedema to 
acromegaly (p. 185). A brief resume on “ Morbid Antagonism,” by 
Salager, closes the volume. R. w. W. 


International Clinics. Edited by Henby W. Cattell, A.M., M.D., 
Director of the Ayer Clinical Laboratory of the Pennsylvania Hospital' 
with the collaboration of John Ashhurst, Jr., M.D., LL.D.; Charles 
H. Reed, M.D., and James T. Whittaker, M.D., LL.D. Tenth Series, 
vol. i., pp. xiii. 315; vol. ii., pp. x. 300. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott Company, 1900. 

The International Clinics have been so long before the medical world 
that comment or criticism may seem to be unnecessary. The reviewer 
might readily close his notice with the statement that they still main¬ 
tain a high standard. But while this is true there comes also a feeling of 
congratulation that in so far as these represent actual lectures the stand¬ 
ard of instruction is being gradually hut slowly raised. And just so 
far as they present modem ideas these ideas are resting upon the more 
secure basis of exact science. Naturally the various lectures are of 
different degrees of excellence—the “ articles especially prepared” do 
not belong to the title—but all possess some degree of interest. “ The 



